Person Portmanteaus as a
window into referential splits

and hierarchies
Corinna Handschuh & Michael Cysouw



Being portmanteau is not a
yes/no phenomenon
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Hierarchical
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1P1

Guarani

‘ 1Incl

2PI

‘ ZCT0

1Sg 25g
1Sg che che che che
1P1 ore ore ore ore
1Incl ya-ne ya-ne
25g 1o 1o ne ne
2P1 po po pe-ne pe-ne
3 a 1o ya re pe 0 1
Zero a 1o ya re pe 0




Guajajara

1Sg Pl |lmel  [2Sg  |2PI 3 zero
1Sg he he he he
1P1 ure ure ure ure
1Incl Za-ne Za-ne
25¢g uru uru ne ne
2P1 a-pu uru-pu pe pe
; T S - — ” - :
ZEero a uru za ere pe







Mojave (Yuman)

Subject |
mper-
| 9 3 ative
I ’n’m- n’- ’n’k-
Object 2 n'- m-
3 P- m- o- k-
Intransitive P- m- @- k-




Mojave (Yuman)

Subject |
mper-

| 9 3 ative

I ’n’m- n’- ’n'k-
Object 2 n'- m-
3 P- m- o- k-

Intransitive P- m- o- k-




Mojave (Yuman)

Subject |
mper-
| 9 3 ative
I ’n’'m- n'e-  ?n’k-
Object 2 n'- M-
3 P- m- o- k-
Intransitive P- m- O- k-




Mojave (Yuman)

Subject |
mper-
| 9 3 ative
I ’n'm-  n’- ’n’k-
Object 2 n'- m-
3 P- m- o- k-
Intransitive P- m- @- k-




Mojave (Yuman)

Subject |
mper-
| 9 3 ative
| ’n’'m-  n'-  ?n'k-
Object 2 n’- m-
3 ?- m- o- k-
Intransitive P- m- o- k-




Mojave (Yuman)

Subject |
mper-
| 9 3 ative
I ’n'm- | n'= ’n’k-
Object 2 n'- m-
3 P- m- o- k-
Intransitive P- m- @- k-




Subject

1 2 3
Sing Plur Sing | Plur | Sing Plur
[ Sing ka-...
Plur
Object 2  Sing ka-... kr-... kr-...
Plur
3 a-. I-.
Intransitive

Table 11: Turkana transitive prefixes (Dimmendaal 1991:281-282)

Subject
1 2 3
Sing Plur Sing | Plur Sing Plur
1 Sing ki-... aa-...

Plur I-... £-.

Object 2  Sing aa-. ki-. ki-.
Plur

3 a-. I-. £-.

Intransitive

Table 15: Maasai transitive prefixes (Payne et al. 1994:290-298, Tucker et al.

1953:71-72)
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lroquoian languages "

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lroquoian



l[roquoian

/N

Southern Iroquoian Northern Iroquoian
Cherokee Tuscarora/Nottoway Lake Iroquoian
Tuscarora Huron/Wyandot Iroquois Proper

/\

Huron Wyandot Onondaga  Seneca/Cayuga Oneida/Mohawk

ATEA

Cayuga Seneca Mohawk Oneida

Mithun, Marianne. 1999.The Languages of Native North America. (Cambridge
Language Surveys). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, p. 418.



Huron/Wyandot

| . lroquois Proper
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Tuscarora/Nottoway

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lroquoian



Rierarchical system in
Cherokee

® Prefix choice determined by:
® Relative animacy of subject vs. object

® Discourse prominence, information flow

Scancare Ili, Janine. 1987. Grammatical Relations and Verb Agreement
in Cherokee. Ph.D.Thesis University of California at Los Angeles,



084, | . I - A t e / 3 sg | 3 non-sg
Subj. I l T au ' o 2 ’ 24 C Ive FZ sg M sg I osg I FZ dufpl M du/pl
1sg 52, ku-¢+* | 25. (-h)i-ef 39. khe-+i/khey-s .0
[kuy-s-e© l A t /(-h)iy2-rew0
113 i 53. kni-® ge n 26. bghakni-o
/kn-i.e.0 /tshakn-i.e.0
/ky- AN i /*shaky-* [

143 pl | 54, kwa-° 3. (y)akwa-© 27. hshakwa-". | 40. (y)akhi-e.i/(y)akhiy-se.e
J(P)akwa-t | /(y)akwa~ /'shakwA-t ;
fkw-esfky-el  /(y)akw-=oee fishakw-s.°

__/(y)aky-° /Pghaky-°
4. (-e)tni-° 28. (-h)ethni-¢
142 du /{-e)tn-iew /{-h)ethn-i.e.e
/(-e)ty= /(-h)ethy-*
142 plm 5. (-e)t-wa.-“ 20, (-h)ethwa.-‘*‘ 41, (y)ethi&-"/(y)ethiy.ﬁ-0.0
/(-e)twa-* /(-h)ethwa-
/(-e)tw-2e /{-h)ethw-=.e
/(-e)ty- /(-h)ethy-°
2 hgk-e.do | 6. (-h)s-ew 30. (-h)ets-° 42. bghe-° i /ighey -+ .0
- » /:gkwm“ ] /(-h)se-* /(-h)etse-*
/bske-= l Lai=r
2 du T 56. bgkni-° i 7. (-e)sni-° 31. (-h)etsni-f
/bgkn-i.e.0 PR e e —|  /(-e)sn-i.e:° /(-h)etsn-t.ewo
;‘ [reky-* | /(-edjy-* /(-h)etsy-
2pl 1 57. bskwa-© i 8. (-e)swa-° 32. (-h)etswa-* 43. (y)etsi-o+/(y)etsiy-s.e.0
| /bgkewa-1 i | J(e)swas /{(-h)etswa-¢
[hakwr-es ! 1 /(-e)sw-®-® /(-h)etaw-s.e
. [isky-o | | /(-e)iy-° | /(hyetsy-
Statlve/ (y)ukni-c | 18. (y)ukwa-¢ | 19. (-e)sa-° 7a. (-e)sni-¢ 8a. (-e)swa-° | 20. (y)o-°-i| 21. (-h)(1)o-o+f e 22, (y)ako-c+ia | 23, (y)oti-¢ | 24. (-h)(1)oti-c
(yiukn-lie:e / (y)ukwa-* /(-e)sa-1 /(-e)snitewe /(-e)swa-i ‘ /(y)aw-e /(-h)}(Daw- / (y)akaw- /(y)on~ /(-h)(Don=~
/(y)uky-* / (y)ukw-ee [(-e)s-=ro0 /(-e)jiy-* /(-e)sw-2 /(y)a-° /(-h)(1)a-° /(y)aka-°
o /(y)uky-° /(-e)iy-°
Patient o
faLE/(y)=
/lu]-=/"h-° !
I'Z sg '
M sg 34, (-h)(Dak-be| 35, bshukni-° M%Thshukwa-c 37. (-h)ya-° 31a. (-h)etsni-¢|32a.(-h)etswa-¢ | 10. (-h) (l)a—cl 38. bghako-+f . /bghakaw-¢ /bghaka-°
i /(-hy(Dakw-se /eshukn-i-e.o /shukwa-¢ J(-h)ya-s /(-h)etsn-t.e0 ! /(-h)etswa-* /(-h) (1)a-
/{-h) (L)ake-= /shuky-# /tshuky-*-° /(-h)y-» | /(-h)etsy-» i /(-h)etsw-se SRy (D)=
| [*shuky-° /(-h)yay-e-] | __/Chyetsye | /(hler -
FI sg 46, (yyuk-eio | 48. (y)esa-c | 11. (y)e-ori/(y)ak-=w | 49. kuwa-c 1 33. (-h)(Duwa-* |5, (y)utat-o~ | 50. kuwati-e | 51. (-h)(1)
/ (y)ukw-2 b /(y)esa~t /(y)u-e/(y)a-* /kuwa-f /(-h)(i)uwa-? ‘ /(y)utate-x | /kUWAn~"i uwati-
/ (y)uke-= | /(y)esse /(y)ast Skuw-e-e /(-h) Duw-2e | | | /(-h)uwan-
/(y)esay-° ) /kuway-° /(-h) Vuway-° )ﬁ____ . |

i - A hi-¢/(y)ukhiy-» = 43a.. etsi-¢f/(y)etsiy-» @ 12, kni-o/kn-i.e.° |

FZ du 47, (y)uk /(y)ukhiy (y)etsi-e+#/(y el it e e ]

I:‘TZ—;JT__ 13, kuti-¢/ku-¢ l /(v)akon-v ¥ 4:

/kun-ie.e l
M du | 14. (-h)ni-¢/(-h)n-iwwe |
1 " 15 ﬁ(hl;gr\mﬂ [ }fh’ﬂ“’ﬁ'“ ___________ SR I
ne . | /¢h)Du-s | Jrehaouss 4 &
| /(R Dantbes |

Lounsbury, Floyd G. 1953. Oneida Verb Morphology. (Yale University
Publications in Anthropology, 48). New Haven, Conn.:Yale University Press.




9, ka-o/ka-s
[wae/(y)-°
/lu)-</"h-e

20. (y)o-o+iwe
/(y)aw-e

/(y)a-°

1710, -h)()a-

/(-h) (1)a-*
/(-h) (1)~
/(-h)1-e.e

21. (-h)(1)o-¢+.a
/(-h) (aw-
/(-h)(Da-°

-a/ [C]
-N_[i]

-o/_[a,0]

t1. (y)e-°/(y)ak-:°
/(y)u-2/(y)a-*

/(y)a-

Age“‘Direct” ent

49 kuwa-¢
/kuwa-f
/kuw-s
i kuwmy

| 33. (-h) (Duwa-°

| /¢h) (DHuwa-f

, /(-h) (Duw-s o
/(-h) ()uway-°

Pat*“Inverse’ent

2. (y)ako-e:ie
/(y)akaw-®
/(y)aka-°

-o/_[C,i,a]
-aw/_|[e]
-a/_[o]

38. 'ghako-°

158. (y)utat-ov |

|
/{(y)utate-= i
|

10 /bghakaw-¢ /Aghaka-o |

Inverse in Oneida




yutak/_[y]

(?)otah/ [n, t, ? n]

(-y)ydad/_[V, r]

yvenat/_[k, s, ?]

Oneida Mohawk Seneca Cayuga Onondaga Wyandot Huron Tuscarora Cherokee
*KA ka/_[C] ka/_[C, y] ka/_[C] ga/_[C] ga/_[C] ‘%ka/_[C, yV] a/_[C] ka/_[C] ka/_[Reson.]
ka/_[i] ka/_[i] ke/_[i, (y)al ge/_lil ge/_lil ‘ke/_[i] e/_[n] kv/_[i] k/_[V]
w/_[a] w/_[a. e] w/_[a, e, €] w/_[a, e, u] w/_[a, e, €] w/_[a, e, €] 8/_[a. €] w/_[V] o/ el
(y)/_[o] y/_lo, ul y/_lo, 3] (-y)/_[o, ul (y)/_lo, Q]
?h/_[e] k/_[o] ./_[o] a:/_[Obstr.]
*YO (y)o/_IC, i, a] yo/_[C] ?20/_[C, i, a] o/_[C, i, a] (-y)Jow)/_[C, i, a] u(w)/_[C, i, a, o] o/_[C, i, a] (o/_[C, i, a] u:/_[C, a, v]
(y)aw/_[e] 2aw/_[e, €] aw/_[e] (-y)aw/_[e] aw/_[e, €l ()a8/_[e] (y)aw/_[e, o, v] ww/_[V, v]
(y)a/_[o] y/_[V] ?a/_[o, 2] a/_[o] (-y)a/_[o, y] a/_[0] a/_[o] wwa/_[:, v]
*KUWA kuwa/_[C] kuwa/_[C] kowo/_[C] — guwa/_[C] yowa/_[C] oia/_[C, i] —_— kv:wa/_[C]
kuwa/_[i] kuwv/_[i] kowe/_[(y)o, il guwe/_[i]
kuw/_[a, €] kuw/_[V] kow/_[a, e, €] (gowa-di, gowa-n guw/_[a, e, €] yow/_[a] o0fi/_[a, e, o] kv:w/_[V, a, h]
kuway/_[o] kowoy/_[o, 2] di/n = plural affix) guway/_[o, y]
*YE (y)e/_[G, il ye/_[C, i, y] ye/_[C, il (y)e/_IC, i] (-y)e/_IC, i] (y)e/_[C, yVI] (De/_IC, i] ye/_[C, il actsi/_[C]
(y)ak/_[e, o] yak/_[o, u] yak/_[o, o] (y)ag/_[e, o, u] (-y)ag/_le, o, y] a(y)(e)/_Ie, e, 0, 0, 1] a,/_[e, 0, i] yak/_[e, o, v] ak/_[V]
(y)u/_[a] yu/_[a] yo/_la] o/_[al (-y)uw)/_[a, €] o/_la, €] on/_[a]
(y)a/_[el y(a)/_[e] ye/_lel (-y)e/_lel yv/_[a, e, y]
y/_le]
(y)a/_[‘ihey’] ya/_[‘iey’] (-y)a/_[‘ie’] ya/_[‘ihey’]
*YE +*YO (y)ako/_[C, i, a] yako/_[C] (ya)ko/_[C, i, a] go/_[C, i, a] (-ya)gow)/_[C, i, a] (ay)u(w)/_[C, i, a] a,0/_[C, a, i] — —
(y)akaw/_[e] yakaw/_[e, A] (ya)kaw/_[e, €] gaw/_[e] (-ya)gaw/_[e] ayaw/_[e, e] a,a8/_[e]
(y)aka/_[o] yak/_[V] (ya)ka/_[o, 2] ga/_[o] (-ya)ga/_[o, ul aya/_[o, 0] a,a/_[o]
“HR +*(K)A h)Da/_C] la/_[C] ha/_[C] ha/_[C] ha/_[C] ha-/_[C] ha/_[C, i] (-hyra/_[C] —
(-h)(Ma/_[i] lv/_[i] he/_[i, (y)a] he/_[i] he/_[i] h(e)/_li] (-h)rv/_[i]
(-h)@)/_[al (h)1/_[u] h/_[V] h/_[a, e, o, u] h(R)/_[a, ¢, ul (h)/_[a] hr/_[V] (-h)r/_[V]
(-h)l/_[e, o] 1/_[V] h/_[e, o] r/_[e, ¢ 0, Q] h/ _[a,e,o]
*HR + *YO (-h)(Mo/_[C, i, a] lo/_[C] ho/_[C, i, a] ho/_[C, i, a] ho(w)/_[GC, i, a] huw)/_[C, i, a] ho/_[C, a, i] (-h)ro/_[C, i, a] —
(-h)(Daw/_[e] law/_[e, a] haw/_[e, €] haw/_[e] haw/_[e] haw/_[e, €] ha8/_[e] (-h)raw/_[e, o, v]
(-h)(Ma/_[o] 1/-[V] ha/_[o, 3] ha/_[o] ha/_[o, yl ha/_[o, ¢l ha/_[o]
*HR + *(K)UWA (-h)(Duwa/_[C] luwa/_[C] howo/_[C] ho:wa:/_[C] huywa/_[C] (h)owa/_[C] honia/_[C, i] — —
(-h)(Duwa/_[i] luwv/_[i] howe/_[(y)9, i] howe/_[i] hywe/_[i] how(e)/_[i]
(-h)(Duw/_[a, €] luw/_[V] how/_[a, e, €] how/_[a, e] hyw/_[a, e, €] how/_[a] hoii/_[a, e, o]
(-h)(Duway/_[o] howoy/_[o, o] howay/_[o] hyway/_[o, ul
*SH + *YE + *YO hshako/_[C, i, a] (h)sako/_[C] shako/_[C, i, a] sha:gé:/_[C. i, a] shago(w)/_[C, i, a, e] (h)sayu/_[C, a] sa,0/_[C, a, i] — —
hshakaw/ [e] (hak/_[V] shakaw/_[e, €] shakaw/ [e] shagaw/_[e, e] sa,a8/ _[e]
hshaka/ [o] (h)saka/_[u] shaka/ [o, o] (h)shaga/_[o] shaga/_[o, y] sa,a/_[o]
*SH + *YE — —_— — — — — se/_[C,i] — —
sa,/_e, o]
son/_[a]
*RU — — — — — ru/_[C] — — —
ru(w)/_[V]
*YE + ATAT (y)utat/_[C, V] yutat/_[C, V] (?)otat/_[V, Reson.] adad (-y)udat/_[C] [?] atat/_[C] yvnain/_[V,y, w] PNG+ata:t/_[V]
(y)utate/_[x] yutate/_[1, n, w, ?] (?)otate/_[Obstr.] [?] (-y)udade/_[CC] atand/_[V] yvtnar/_[r, t] PNG + ata:/_[C]




Iroquoian History of Gender

Proto Iroquoian Indefinite Specific

introduction
masculine

Proto North-Iroquoian Indefinite Specific without Masculine

l Masculine l

Huron Indefinite Non-Human/Feminine Masculine



Iroquoian History of Gender

Proto Iroquoian Indefinite Specific

introduction
asculine

Proto North-Iroquoian Indefinite Specific without Masculine

o Masculine
feminine
split

Oneida, Mohawk, Onondaga Indefinite/Feminine Non-Human/Feminine Masculine

Tuscarora, Seneca Indefinite/Feminine Non-Human Masculine



Cherokee Patient
3rd )
PL KUWA | (ol
- Indef YE
en
9o 3 KA
%) YO
Iroquoian
Southern Iroquoian Northern Iroquoian
Cherokee Tuscarora/Nottoway Lake Iroquoian
Tuscarora Huron/Wyandot Iroquois Proper

/N I

Huron Wyandot Onondaga  Seneca/Cayuga Oneida/Mohawk

/N

Cayuga Seneca Mohawk Oneida

Proto-North Iroquoian | Patient
Indefinite 3rd (0]
PL KUWA |  (plun

Indef YE
Agent 3rd KA

% <+ |

\4

Proto-North Iroquoian Il Patient
Indefinite 3rd g
PL (plun) KUWA |  (plup)
Agent Indef YE+ATAT YE
3rd KA
YE+YO
0 i YO |
Proto-North Iroquoian Ill Patient
Indefinite Masculine Animate Q
PL (plur) KUWA |  (plun
Indef YE+ATAT YE
Agent Masc +
Anim KA
YE+YO 4—'
% ¥ YO |
Proto-North Iroquoian IV Patient
Indefinite Masculine Animate Q
PL (plur) KUWA |  (plun
Indef YE+ATAT YE
Agent Masc HR+(K)A
Anim KA
YE+YO HR+YO
0 i i YO |




Proto-Tuscarora

PL
Indef
Agent Masc
Anim

0]

Tuscarora

PL
Indef
Agent Masc
Anim

(0]

Iroquoian

/N

Southern Iroquoian Northern Iroquoian

/ N\

Cherokee Tuscarora/Nottoway

i

Tuscarora Huron/Wyandot

/\

Huron Wyandot

Proto-North IroquoianV Patient
Indefinite Masculine Animate Q
PL (plur) KUWA | (ol
Indef YE+ATAT YE
Agent Masc HR+(K)A
Anim KA
YE+YO HR+YO
% ¥ * YO |
Patient Proto-Huron Patient
Indefinite Masculine Animate (%] Indefinite Masculine Animate (%)
(plun) KUWA | (ol PL (plur) < KUWA |  (plun
YE+ATAT YE Indef YE+ATAT YE
‘ HR+(K)A Agent Masc HR+(K)A
KA Anim KA
YE+YO HR+YO YE+YO HR+YO
i ¥ YO | 0 i i vo |
Patient Huron Patient
Indefinite Masculine Animate (%] Indefinite Masculine Animate (%)
(plur) (plur) PL (plur) HR+(K)UWA KUWA | (plur)
Indef i8 [?
YE+ATAT YE nde ai8 [?] SH+YE YE
HR+(K)A Agent Masc| SH+YE+YO HR+(K)A
YE+YO KA Anim HR+YO KA
HR+YO
KA YO o YE+YO YO

Onondaga

Lake Iroquoian

N

Iroquois Proper

I

Seneca/Cayuga Oneida/Mohawk

/N

Cayuga Seneca

Mohawk Oneida




Proto-North IroquoianV Patient
Indefinite Masculine Animate Q
PL (plur) KUWA | (ol
Indef YE+ATAT YE
Agent Masc HR+(K)A
Anim KA
YE+YO HR+YO
% ¥ * YO |
Proto-Lake Iroquoian Patient
Indefinite Masculine Animate Q
PL
(plur) KUWA (plur)
Indef YE+ATAT 4 YE
Agent Masc HR+(K)A
Anim KA
YE+YO HR+YO
o * * YO |
Wyandot Patient Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga Patient
Indefinite Masculine Animate %] Indefinite Masculine Animate %]
PL PL | I
(plur) HR+(KUWA | KUWA (plun) (plun) HR+(KUWA | KUWA (plun)
Indef [?] YE Indef YE+ATAT YE
Agent Masc| SH+YE+YO RU HR+(K)A Agent Masc| SH+YE+YO HR+(K)A
Anim KA Inan HR+YO KA
YE+YO HR+YO YO YE+YO
o i ¥ o YO |
Cayuga Patient
Indefinite Masculine Animate (%)
Iroquoian PL (plur) (plur) (plur) | (plur)
Indef YE+ATAT HR+(K)UWA KUWA| YE
Agent Masc| SH+YE+YO HR+(K)A
Southern Iroquoian Northern Iroquoian An'm
i YE+YO HR+YO KA
@ YO |
Cherokee Tuscarora/Nottoway Lake Iroquoian
/ / Seneca Patient
Indefinite Masculine Animate %]
Tuscarora Huron/Wyandot Iroquois Proper
PL (plur) (plur) (plur) | (plur)
/ \ / \ Indef YE+ATAT HR+(K)UWA YE
Huron Wyandot Onondaga  Seneca/Cayuga Oneida/Mohawk Agent MaSC SH+YE+YO HR+(K)A
/ \ / \ Anim [ HR+YO  |KUWA[™~__ KA
Cayuga Seneca Mohawk Oneida @ Yo |




Hierarchy or Inverse ?

® |n the coding of transitive 3Subj-30bj verbs
originally there was some hierarchical-like
organization (cf. Cherokee).

® Through the subsequent diachronic
extensions of the paradigm, recurrent
coding arose that looks like an inverse
system in some languages (cf. Oneida).



