
The world’s languages 
compared to Yélî Dnye



All languages studied



Most similar to Yélî Dnye



Least similar to Yélî Dnye



Yélî Dnye is typologically 
special because ...



Person marking on adpositions (6%)

Split alignment (7%)

No fricatives (8%)

Presence of labio-velars (8%)

Large consonant inventory (9%)

Simple syllable structure (13%)

Tense-aspect prefixes (14%)

Plurality marked by a separate word (16%)

Initial fixed stress (18%)



Any deep phylogeny?






