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Southern Iroquoian Northern Iroquoian
Cherokee Tuscarora/Nottoway Lake Iroquoian
Tuscarora Huron/Wyandot Iroquois Proper

/\

Huron Wyandot Onondaga  Seneca/Cayuga Oneida/Mohawk

ATEA

Cayuga Seneca Mohawk Oneida

Mithun, Marianne. 1999.The Languages of Native North America. (Cambridge
Language Surveys). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, p. 418.
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lIroquoian History of Gender



lIroquoian History of Gender

Proto Iroquoian Indefinite Specific

introduction
masculine

Proto North-Iroquoian Indefinite Specific without Masculine

l Masculine l

Huron Indefinite Non-Human/Feminine Masculine



Reference to women in Oneida

Context Non-Human (*KA-) Indefinite (*YE-)
size/gracefullness large, awkward, aggressive small, graceful, dainty, petite
age older younger
relationship indifferent/detached attitude empathy towards referent

towards referent

references in texts unmarked reference to women

kin older than ego (distancing when

kinship terms :
used to refer to younger relatives)

kin younger than ego

citation male citation form female citation form

Abbott, Clifford. 1984.Two feminine genders in Oneida. Anthropological Linguistics 26.125-137.



lIroquoian History of Gender

Proto Iroquoian Indefinite Specific

introduction
asculine

Proto North-Iroquoian Indefinite Specific without Masculine

o Masculine
feminine
split

Oneida, Mohawk, Onondaga Indefinite/Feminine Non-Human/Feminine Masculine

Tuscarora, Seneca Indefinite/Feminine Non-Human Masculine
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Lounsbury, Floyd G. 1953. Oneida Verb Morphology. (Yale University
Publications in Anthropology, 48). New Haven, Conn.:Yale University Press.
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Lounsbury, Floyd G. 1953. Oneida Verb Morphology. (Yale University
Publications in Anthropology, 48). New Haven, Conn.:Yale University Press.
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Lounsbury, Floyd G. 1953. Oneida Verb Morphology. (Yale University
Publications in Anthropology, 48). New Haven, Conn.:Yale University Press.
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“Direct” Inverse in Oneida



Inverse in Cherokee ?

Scancarelli, Janine. 1987. Grammatical Relations and Verb Agreement
in Cherokee. Ph.D.Thesis University of California at Los Angeles,



Inverse in Cherokee ?

® Prefix choice determined by:
® Relative animacy of subject vs. object

® Discourse prominence, information flow

Scancare Ili, Janine. 1987. Grammatical Relations and Verb Agreement
in Cherokee. Ph.D.Thesis University of California at Los Angeles,



yutak/_[y]

(?)otah/ [n, t, ? n]

(-y)ydad/_[V, r]

yvenat/_[k, s, ?]

Oneida Mohawk Seneca Cayuga Onondaga Wyandot Huron Tuscarora Cherokee
*KA ka/_[C] ka/_[C, y] ka/_[C] ga/_[C] ga/_[C] ‘%ka/_[C, yV] a/_[C] ka/_[C] ka/_[Reson.]
ka/_[i] ka/_[i] ke/_[i, (y)al ge/_lil ge/_lil ‘ke/_[i] e/_[n] kv/_[i] k/_[V]
w/_[a] w/_[a. e] w/_[a, e, €] w/_[a, e, u] w/_[a, e, €] w/_[a, e, €] 8/_[a. €] w/_[V] o /_el
(y)/_[o] y/_lo, ul y/_lo, 3] (-y)/_[o, ul (y)/_lo, Q]
?h/_[e] k/_[o] ./_[o] a:/_[Obstr.]
*YO (y)o/_IC, i, a] yo/_[C] ?20/_[C, i, a] o/_[C, i, a] (-y)Jow)/_[C, i, a] u(w)/_[C, i, a, o] o/_[C, i, a] (o/_[C, i, a] u:/_[C, a, v]
(y)aw/_[e] 2aw/_[e, €] aw/_[e] (-y)aw/_[e] aw/_[e, €l ()a8/_[e] (y)aw/_[e, o, v] ww/_[V, v]
(y)a/_[o] y/_[V] ?a/_[o, 2] a/_[o] (-y)a/_[o, y] a/_[] a/_[o] wwa/_[:, v]
*KUWA kuwa/_[C] kuwa/_[C] kowo/_[C] — guwa/_[C] yowa/_[C] oia/_[C, i] —_— kv:wa/_[C]
kuwa/_[i] kuwv/_[i] kowe/_[(y)o, il guwe/_[i]
kuw/_[a, €] kuw/_[V] kow/_[a, e, €] (gowa-di, gowa-n guw/_[a, e, €] yow/_[a] 0ii/_[a, e, o] kv:w/_[V, a, h]
kuway/_[o] kowoy/_[o, o] di/n = plural affix) guway/_[o, y]
*YE (y)e/_[G, il ye/_[C, i, y] ye/_[C, il (y)e/_IC, il (-y)e/_[C, i] (y)e/_[C, yVI] (De/_IC, i] ye/_[C, il artsi/_[C]
(y)ak/_[e, o] yak/_[o, u] yak/_[o, o] (y)ag/_[e, o, u] (-y)ag/_le, o, y] a(y)(e)/_le, e, 0, 0,1i] a/_[e, 0, i] yak/_[e, o, v] ak/_[V]
(y)u/_[al yu/_[a] yo/_[a] o/_[al (-y)uw)/_[a, €] o/_la, €] on/_[a]
(y)a/_[el y(a)/_[e] ye/_lel (-y)e/_lel yv/_[a, e, y]
y/_le]
(y)a/_[‘ihey’] ya/_[‘iey’] (-y)a/_[‘ie’] ya/_[‘ihey’]
*YE +*YO (y)ako/_[C, i, a] yako/_[C] (ya)ko/_[C, i, a] go/_[C, i, a] (-ya)gow)/_[C, i, a] (ay)u(w)/_[C, i, a] a,0/_[C, a, i] — —
(y)akaw/_[e] yakaw/_[e, A] (ya)kaw/_[e, €] gaw/_[e] (-ya)gaw/_[e] ayaw/_[e, e] a,a8/_[e]
(y)aka/_[o] yak/_[V] (ya)ka/_[o, 0] ga/_[o] (-ya)ga/_[o, ul aya/_[o, 0] a,a/_[o]
“HR +*(K)A h)Da/_[C] la/_[C] ha/_[C] ha/_[C] ha/_[C] ha-/_[C] ha/_[C, i] (-hyra/_[C] —
(-h)(Ma/_[i] lv/_[i] he/_[i, (y)a] he/_[i] he/_[i] h(e)/_[i] (-h)rv/_[i]
(-h)@)/_[al (h)1/_[u] h/_[V] h/_[a, e, o, u] h(R)/_[a, ¢, yl (h)/_[a] hr/_[V] (-h)r/_[V]
(-h)l/_[e, o] 1/_[V] h/_[e, o] r/_[e, ¢ 0, Q] h/_[a,e,o]
*HR + *YO (-h)(Mo/_[C, i, a] lo/_[C] ho/_[C, i, a] ho/_[C, i, a] ho(w)/_[GC, i, a] huw)/_[C, i, a] ho/_[C, a, i] (-h)ro/_[C, i, a] —
(-h)(Daw/_[e] law/_[e, a] haw/_[e, €] haw/_[e] haw/_[e] haw/_[e, €] ha8/_[e] (-h)raw/_[e, o, v]
(-h)(Na/_[o] 1/-[V] ha/_[o, 3] ha/_[o] ha/_[o, yl ha/_[o, ¢l ha/_[o]
*HR + *(K)UWA (-h)(Duwa/_[C] luwa/_[C] howo/_[C] ho:wa:/_[C] hywa/_[C] (h)owa/_[C] honia/ _[C, i] — —
(-h)(Duwa/_[i] luwv/_[i] howe/_[(y)o, i] howe/_[i] hywe/_[i] how(e)/_[i]
(-h)(Duw/_[a, €] luw/_[V] how/_[a, e, €] how/_[a, e] hyw/_[a, e, €] how/_[a] hoii/_[a, e, o]
(-h)(Duway/_[o] howoy/_[o, o] howay/_[o] hyway/_[o, ul
*SH+ *YE + *YO hshako/_[C, i, a] (h)sako/_[C] shako/_[C, i, a] sha:gé:/_[C. i, a] shago(w)/_[C, i, a, e] (h)sayu/_[C, a] sa,0/_[C, a, i] — —
hshakaw/ [e] (hak/_[V] shakaw/_[e, €] shakaw/ [e] shagaw/_[e, €] sa,a8/ [e]
hshaka/ [o] (h)saka/_[u] shaka/ [o, o] (h)shaga/_[o] shaga/_[o, y] sa,a/_[o]
*SH + *YE — —_— — — — — se/_[C,i] — —
sa/_e, o]
son/_[a]
*RU — — — — — ru/_[C] — — —
ru(w)/_[V]
*YE + ATAT (y)utat/_[C, V] yutat/_[C, V] (?)otat/_[V, Reson.] adad (-y)udat/_[C] [?] atat/_[C] yvnan/_[V,y, w] PNG+ata:t/_[V]
(y)utate/_[x] yutate/_[1, n, w, ?] (?)otate/_[Obstr.] [?] (-y)udade/_[CC] atand/_[V] yvtnar/_[r, t] PNG + ata:/_[C]
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Inverse in Iroquoian !

® |n the coding of transitive 3Subj-30bj verbs
originally there was some hierarchical/
inverse-like organisation (cf. Cherokee).

® Through the subsequent diachronic
extensions of the paradigm, recurrent
coding arose that looks like an inverse
system in some languages (cf. Oneida).
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